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MICHAEL CRUZ has been 
named chief executive officer 
(CEO) at BSA HEALTH SYSTEM. 
Cruz first joined BSA as vice 
president of operations in 2003, 
later becoming chief operating 
officer (COO). Cruz will succeed 
CEO Bob Williams who retired 

earlier this year after 42 years of service to the health 
system, 13 of those as CEO. Before joining BSA, Cruz 
was an associate strategy consultant for McKinsey & 
Company, one of the world’s leading business consulting 
firms, where he was a member of the high technology 
and manufacturing practice. He started his career with 
Deutsche Bank International Mergers and Acquisitions as 
an associate investment banker. Cruz earned a Master of 
Business Administration degree from Stanford University 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Yale University 
with a double major in ethics, politics and economics 
and international studies with a concentration in Latin 
America. 

DAVID HUDSON, president, 
Xcel Energy – New Mexico, 
Texas (SPS), is retiring on May 
1 after 38 years of service 
to the company that include 
more than eight years guiding 
the company’s Southwest 
operations through a major 

expansion of the region’s power grid and clean energy 
resources. Hudson’s successor will be named in the 
coming weeks. Hudson became president of Xcel 
Energy’s Southwestern Public Service Company in 
January 2014 and led the expansion of the region’s 
power grid that quadrupled power import/export 
capabilities, boosted job-creation and electrified 
large areas of newly developed oil and gas fields in 
southeastern New Mexico and West Texas. Hudson 
also expanded the region’s low-cost clean energy 
portfolio by 1,000 megawatts with the addition of the 

Hale and Sagamore wind energy facilities in 2019 and 
2020, creating net savings for customers by avoiding 
high-cost generating plant fuel costs. Always involved 
in the community, Hudson served as both president 
and campaign chair of the United Way of Amarillo and 
Canyon and as board member of the Golden Spread 
Council of Boy Scouts of America. In addition to his work 
with United Way and the Boy Scouts, Hudson has served 
on the boards of The Bridge child advocacy center, the 
Amarillo City Parks and Recreation Commission, the 
Panhandle Twenty/20 strategic planning group and the 
West Texas A&M University Foundation.

Fourth generation of baseball broadcasters have taken 
over the Sod Poodles radio booth. The AMARILLO 
SOD POODLES, Double-A affiliate of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks, announced CHRIS and STEFAN CARAY 
are now responsible for the radio broadcast duties for 
the Sod Poodles starting this season. The identical twins 
are the great-grandchildren of Hall of Fame broadcaster 
HARRY CARAY and are the first set of identical twins 
to broadcast professional baseball games together. 
Graduates of the University of Georgia, the brothers 
spent this past summer calling games together for the 
Cotuit Kettleers of the Cape Cod Baseball League – a 
premier college wood bat league that boasts a long list 
of former players who worked their way through the 
minor league ranks and into the big leagues – A path the 
Caray twins are hoping to take as well. Aside from their 
great grandfather, Harry, their grandfather, Skip, was a 
long-time play-by-play announcer for the Atlanta Braves. 
Chip Caray, the twins’ dad, has broadcasted games for 
the Atlanta Braves for the past 12 years for Bally Sports 
South and Bally Sports Southeast. Chris and Stefan’s 
uncle, Josh Caray is the current radio broadcaster for the 
Rocket City Trash Pandas in Mobile, Alabama. In all, the 
Caray family has more than 120 years of professional 
baseball broadcasting experience combined.

STELLA MADDOX has been 
promoted to Executive Vice 
President, Chief Credit Officer 
at FIRSTBANK SOUTHWEST. 
In her role, Stella will oversee 
credit underwriting, loan 
operations and administration, 
loan collections, and loan 
approval and reporting systems.

Agriculture Commissioner SID MILLER announced $95 

May 22

06_07_AW.indd   6 4/22/22   10:58 AM



7

Buzz 05/22

million in grants to Texas food banks through the Food 
Bank Capacity Building Grant program. The program 
was created using funds from the Coronavirus State 
Fiscal Recovery Fund established under the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. HIGH PLAINS FOOD BANK 
will receive $2.28 million from the total $95 million 
ARPA-funded food bank capacity building program 
grant. Locally, funds will be used for facility expansion 
and infrastructure improvements. ZACK WILSON is 
executive director of HPFB. 

BROWN & FORTUNATO 
announced that JONATHAN 
STERLING has been named by 
Super Lawyers as a Texas Rising 
Star for 2022, an achievement 
awarded to only 2.5% of eligible 
attorneys. Jon is a member of 
Brown & Fortunato’s Corporate 
Group where he serves both 

public and private clients with a wide range of legal 
matters including mergers & acquisitions, restructurings, 
entity formation, and corporate governance. Jon 
practices in B&F’s Dallas office and is a member of the 
State Bar of Texas, the Dallas Bar Association, and the 
Dallas Association of Young Lawyers. Jon received his 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance, with a 
concentration in real estate, from the University of Texas 
at Austin in 2012. He then attended the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law and graduated with honors in 
2015. Jon’s success has led to his selection by Thomson 
Reuters as a Texas Rising Star for 2020, 2021, and 2022. 

The USSERY-ROAN TEXAS STATE VETERANS HOME 
(TSVH) recently unveiled a mural on Vietnam Veterans 
Day. Local well-known artist CELIA MEADORS was 
commissioned by the Ussery-Roan TSVH to create her 
newest public work, ‘THESE WE SALUTE,’ which is 
dedicated to the life experiences of military members. 
The funds to commission the art were generously 
donated by a local Veteran. At this ceremony, Artistic 
Director of the Amarillo Opera, MARY JANE JOHNSON 
performed songs made famous during the Vietnam War. 

A program that brings performances by WEST TEXAS 
A&M UNIVERSITY artists to towns around the Texas 
Panhandle has now been permanently funded by a 
Dalhart couple. The LOUISE C. AND GENE F. RAHLL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE SHOWCASE IN A SUITCASE 
program officially was celebrated at a concert by WT 

JAZZ at the La Rita Theatre in Dalhart last month. The 
Rahlls’ $300,000 gift to WT’s One West comprehensive 
fundraising campaign will enable WT’s cultural impact 
to extend around the Texas Panhandle, said DR. TODD 
RASBERRY, vice president for philanthropy and external 
relations. Showcase in a Suitcase began in 2011 as a 
way to offer educational and cultural experiences to 
rural Texas Panhandle residents through performances, 
workshops, lectures and clinics. The majority of events 
have taken place in the La Rita Theatre in Dalhart, 
but performances and master classes also have been 
conducted in Boys Ranch, Channing, Pampa, Panhandle, 
Perryton, Quitaque and Vega, as well as Midland and 
Odessa. 

SISTER-BEAR FOUNDATION, an Amarillo nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to provide access to 
adaptive fitness and wellness resources for mobility-
impaired adults, announced the 1st Quarter 2022 grant 
awards, which totaled $8,010. The organization awarded 
a second grant of $5,850 to Grant Allen to help cover 
his apartment rental in Denver while he continues 
neurorehabilitation at the Craig Hospital to recover 
from injuries sustained in a 2020 car accident that 
caused paralysis from the chest down. The Foundation 
also awarded a second grant to DARLENE MARTIN for 
$2,160 which will pay for twenty-four physical therapy 
sessions that are not covered by her insurance. Martin, 
a retired Amarillo teacher who was born with cerebral 
palsy, applied to Sister-Bear Foundation for financial 
assistance for Pilates therapy which helps alleviate 
severe back pain due to her condition. JULIE GRANGER, 
Sister-Bear Foundation Board President and Founder, 
invites Texas Panhandle residents with mobility issues 
related to amputation, stroke, Parkinson’s, multiple 
sclerosis, or any condition causing neuromuscular 
impairment, who need financial assistance to visit their 
website at sister-bear.com/grants.
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