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born in northeastern Oklahoma just a year apart in the 
late 1920s. “Bob is from Delaware, and I am from Hominy,” 

died two months later of pneumonia.”

“She died three days before my eighth birthday and 

has endured the test of 

years now.” 

“I was working for the 

and was on the Mashed 

in the summer of 1943,” 

in the summers before 

take us down there to 

branding. I liked it so well, I just stayed there. I got to be 

I put my saddle on the bus – this was during the war – 

September of 1943.”

In the fall of 1944, Bob 
went west. “I had heard 

Bob. “So, I got my bedroll 
and my saddle and got 
on a bus, and rode out 

bus, an older man, looking 
for a job, too.”

At Seligman, Bob and 

an old bar, about like the 
Longhorn Bar you see 

there and see the wagon boss.’ So this other guy and I 
went out and talked to the wagon boss.”

in an old hardware building. “We slept there that night,” 

went to work.” 

BOB AND BETTY MARRS
62 YEARS OF SADDLE MAKING

By Carolina Walden

Bob and Betty Marrs



23

we were up in the sky.” 

doesn’t pay that 

would be good if 

leather, or fool with 
it, anyway, so it was 
natural to pursue 
saddle making.” 

a saddle making 

really more for 
leatherworking 

Waggoners about going there at night. He said it was 
alright as long as I didn’t let it interfere with my work,” 

“We learned to tool and make notebooks, purses, spur 

saddles.”

making department with nobody there,” explained Bob 

learning the trade. About three months into it, I got a 

but again, were drawn to leatherwork. “We were looking 
at the Colorado News

the kind of man I’m looking for – somebody who doesn’t 
think he knows it all.’” 

Last saddle he made for the Texas Ranch 
Roundup at Wichita Falls in 2000
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“When our oldest girl Kathy was two years old, we had 
another baby – Debby, our youngest daughter. I worked 

to saddle making.”

old man in there. He just did repairs. Cowboys weren’t 

going bankrupt,” said Bob. “We had done some trading 

blessed to trade with really good people,” said Bob. 

In the 1960s, Bob Marrs worked with horse trainer Sonny 

those later on.” 

for the Roundup in 2000. Bubba Smith, who was working 

proud owner of the saddle.

Johnny and Jana Trotter with Betty and Bob Marrs

Saddle he made a few years ago with the
brands from the ranches he worked on



“We used to send saddles 
to Australia, but it got so 

got them, they had to pay 

there by air. It doubled the 

explained Bob. 

operated the business from 

it,” explained Bob. “But, we 

shop, but that didn’t work either. She soon turned the 

that point. A few years later, the building burned down.  
If it had been possible to sell all the art he had in there, 

burned down.” 

we had the shop, she worked right with me all the 

 
 

smiled Bob. 

said Bob, standing in his garage shop. “Just the other day, 

take a while.”

limited to leather, though. 

Bob explained. “When we 

get enough of it.”

 
 

“It was just right for what  

used to own it was a 

“He had a studio built in it.” 

that white there on his hip.” 

down in light of their example. 

of Christ. Bob has been awarded numerous honors, 

Bend Museum in Alpine; the Chester A. Reynolds Award 

Heritage Center in 2001; and a Western Heritage Award 
from Amarillo Range Riders in 1999.

Bob as cowboy, 1948 Waggoner Ranch




